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Holy See!

Explanatory Note of the Holy See on the adoption of the UNCTAD XV Political
Declaration “The Spirit of Speighstown: From inequality and vulnerability to
prosperity for all”

The Holy See welcomes the Political Declaration adopted by the Member States of
UNCTAD, during its 15" Ministerial Conference, held virtually at Bridgetown (Barbados)
from 4 to 7 October 2021, as a concrete sign of the political will of the international
community to promote integral human development, which is founded on the inherent and
inalienable dignity of every human being. At the same time, the Holy See issues the current
Explanatory Note regarding certain language contained in the Declaration:

(1)  The Holy See understands the concept of the common good as “the sum total
of social conditions which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their
fulfilment more fully and more easily. The common good does not consist in the simple sum
of the particular goods of each subject of a social entity. Belonging to everyone and to each
person, it is and remains ‘common’, because it is indivisible and because only together is it
possible to attain it, increase it and safeguard its effectiveness, with regard also to the future.
Just as the moral actions of an individual are accomplished in doing what is good, so too the
actions of a society attain their full stature when they bring about the common good. The
common good, in fact, can be understood as the social and community dimension of the moral
good”. (Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, n. 164);

(2)  While agreeing with the objectives of the 2030 Agenda, namely, the
commitment to “eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions” (cf. UN Document N.
A/70/1, preamble, para. 1) based on the “centrality of the human person as the subject
primarily responsible for development” and the related pledge that “no one will be left
behind” (cf. ibid, preamble, para. 2 and paras. 4, 48), the Holy See reiterates its position, and
retains its reservations and interpretations, relating to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, as expressed in the UN Documents N. A/68/970/Add.1, pp 22-23 and N.
A/71/430.

(3)  The Holy See further notes that the 2030 Agenda represents a non-binding
international plan of action and specifies that its support of the present UNCTAD Political
Declaration does not imply a further international obligation on the part of Member States to
implement the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.

1 Submitted on 5 October 2021.
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Hungary?
Note Verbale

No. 188/2021/HUMIS/GVA
Geneva, 7 October 2021

The Permanent Mission of Hungary to the United Nations Office and Other
International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and has the honour to communicate the following
position of Hungary regarding the negotiated outcome and the UNCTAD 15 Ministerial
Declaration to be adopted on the Closing Plenary of the Fifteenth Session of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to be held on 7 October 2021.

Hungary welcomes the successful conference and underlines its support to the
important work of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
acknowledging the vital role international trade plays in the economic development of
countries and in successfully handling the economic consequences of the COVID-19
pandemic.

However, Hungary wishes to disassociate itself from paragraph 13 b) of the Political
Declaration: Spirit of Speightstown, and furthermore, from paragraphs 30, 55 and 57 of the
Bridgetown Covenant. Hungary does not support any folm of migration, since in the view
of Hungary migration does not have any developmental effects. Furthermore, the view that
all migrants are in a vulnerable situation is not shared by Hungary. Therefore, the parts of the
Declaration and the Covenant that states otherwise are not applicable to Hungary.

The Permanent Mission of Hungary to the United Nations Office and Other
International Organizations in Geneva expresses its wish that the position of Hungary is duly
reflected in the Report of the Conference.

The Permanent Mission of Hungary to the United Nations Office and Other
International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development the assurances of its highest consideration.

GE.21-19826

2 Submitted on 7 October 2021.
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List of events
[English only]
Pre-Conference events”

COVID-19 and challenges for financing for development (7 April)

High-level discussion on harnessing interregional integration for the Sustainable
Development Goals (20 May)

Civil society pre-event: Frontier technologies, the digital economy and development
(4 June)

Trade and gender linkages: An analysis of least developed countries (8 June)
Harnessing the benefits of the ocean economy for sustainable development (9 June)

UNCTAD pre-event: United Nations Trade Forum: Towards a Green and Inclusive Recovery
(14-15 June)

Trade and Development Board, sixty-eighth session (high-level segment) (Geneva,
21 June)

Launch of Train for Trade course on building port resilience against pandemics (22 June)
Is industrial policy the key to building back better? (23 June)

UNCTAD support for the decade of action through a revigorated multilateralism (12 July)
Reclaiming industrial policy for Latin American development (14 July)

Addressing unsustainable debt burdens in developing countries: From emergency responses
to systemic reforms (19 July)

South—South sharing of experiences in macro-financial policies for structural transformation
(23 July)

Enhancing economic resilience in small island developing States: Perspective from South—
South cooperation (28 July)

How can transformative industrialization and implementation of the African Continental Free
Trade Area stimulate Africa’s sustainable development post COVID-19? (29 July)

High-level policy dialogue: South-South sharing of policy experiences for digital
transformation (1 September)

Ministerial Meeting of the Landlocked Developing Countries (2 September)

Reclaiming industrial policy for development: Putting policymaking theory into practice (10
September)

Global Commodities Forum 2021 (13-15 September)
Youth Forum 2021 (16-18 September)

Global value chains in transition: What opportunities and challenges for developing countries
in the new global value chains landscape? (20 September)

Sustainable and resilient supply chains: Overcoming vulnerabilities in transport and trade
facilitation to ensure prosperity for all (20 September)

United Nations Inter-Agency Cluster on Trade and Productive Capacity: Joining forces for a
new path of development at the country level (21 September)

*

Held in 2021; online, unless otherwise noted.
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Civil Society Forum (22-24 September)
Global Services Forum (22 September)
Gender and Development Forum (26-28 September)

Creative Industries and Trade Digitalization Forum (Bridgetown and online, 29 and 30
September, 1 October)

High-level launch: UNCTAD Digital Economy Report 2021 (29 September)
Meeting of the Group of 77 and China Senior Officials (1 October)
Fifteenth Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77 and China (1 October)

Conference events

Opening cultural event: Barbados virtual concert and cultural exhibition (3 October)
Opening ceremony and opening plenary meeting (4 October)

World Leaders Summit: Dialogue on global vulnerabilities — Call from a vulnerable place (4
October)

Committee of the Whole: Opening plenary, private sessions, closing plenary (4-7 October)
General debate (5-6 October)

World Leaders Summit: Dialogue on inequality — Is the COVID-19 crisis really a game
changer? (5 October)

World Leaders Summit: Dialogue on building a more prosperous development path —
Matching the scale of the moment (5 October)

Ministerial round table: Scaling up financing for development (6 October)
Ministerial round table: Reshaping global and regional value chains (6 October)

Ministerial round table: Regional integration for a resilient, inclusive and sustainable future
(6 October)

Ministerial round table: Harnessing frontier technologies for shared prosperity (6 October)

Ministerial round table: Supporting productive transformation for greater resilience in a post-
pandemic world (7 October)

Closing plenary meeting: Adoption of the ministerial declaration and outcome (7 October)

Closing ceremony (7 October)
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